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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
12/1/15 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
12/3/15 
•  Curriculum @ 11am 
12/8/15 
•  CFA Faculty @ 11:30am (UG) 
12/9/15 
•  Faculty @ 11:30am (CPA) 
1/12/16 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
•  Scholarship @ 11am 
1/14/16 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
•  Music Ed @ 11am 
1/19/16 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
1/21/16 
•  Curriculum @ 11am 
1/26/16 
•  SFSC @ 11am  
Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order): 
Ama Oforiwaa Aduonum performed Walking With My Ancestors, her original play 
about the experiences of  enslaved Africans in dungeons in Ghana, this past June in 
Washington, DC.  She also recently performed it at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Bloomington and in Kemp 
Recital Hall on October 23-25. Provost Janet Krejci, CFA 
Dean Jean Miller, students, faculty, community members 
attended.  Audience members participated in a talk back, 
call and response singing, hand clapping, story telling, and a 
healing dance after the play.  It was a full house!  WGLT's 
Laura Kennedy interviewed Oforiwaa about the play and      
performances for WGLT's Datebook and Sound Ideas.  
Oforiwaa's Book Chapter, "A Tapestry of  Sweet 
Mother(hood):  African Scholar, Mother, and 
Performer," was published in Teacher, Scholar, Mother: Re-
Envisioning Motherhood in the Academy (Lexington Books, 2015). 
Allison Alcorn presented a paper, “Musicology in a Virtual World #Challenges and 
Opportunities #Musicology Online,” at the national conference of  the Association for 
Technology in Music Instruction in Indianapolis.  Here at home, she participated in a 
poster session for International Education Week as well as presented a paper, 
“Preparing for Music History Study Abroad: Confessions of  a Neophyte.”  She also 
played violin in a concert with the Trinity Community Orchestra in Deerfield, IL for a 
performance of  Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6.  Volume 41 of  the Journal of  the American 
Musical Instrument Society, for which Allison is editor-in-chief, was released in November. 
In addition, along with senior music major Adam Schumacher, Allison sponsored 
and adjudicated the second School of  Music Student Research Symposium during 
which Celeste Cler, senior, presented a paper, “Cultural Influences on Las Cantigas de 
Santa María” and Lauren Koszyk, senior, presented a paper titled, “Baroque Elements 
in Henry Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas.” 
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Glenn Block and the ISU Symphony Orchestra will be 
wrapping up the semester and December activities with the 
26th year of  “Music for the Holidays.”  Glenn and the 
orchestra helped create the first ISU holiday concerts in 1990, 
and they continue as among the most popular offerings by the 
School of  Music.  In early December, Dr. Block returned from 
three weeks of  guest-conducting in Argentina for the second 
time this fall.  He will be on sabbatical beginning in January 
2016, living in Asuncion, Paraguay, with guest conducting 
throughout South America in Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay.  He will travel to Asia in March to guest conduct in 
Vietnam, performing with former ISU colleague Paul Borg, 
then to China, and finally traveling to conduct in Italy in July. 
David Collier had a very active November.  On November 
8-9, the studio hosted John Kilkenny, Professor of  Percussion at 
George Mason University.  Professor Kilkenny was the guest 
soloist on the ISU Percussion Ensemble concert on November 8 
and presented a clinic on orchestral performance techniques for 
the studio on November 9.  On November 12, Christopher 
Graham, percussionist with the Ictus Ensemble, presented a 
master class for the studio.  David also performed as timpanist 
with the Illinois Symphony Orchestra on November 20 and 21. 
Mark Grizzard and the Men's Glee Club performed 
alongside Women's Choir and Belle Voix in a very enjoyable 
concert in November, and they also sang the national anthem 
for ISU Athletics annual Reggie Awards.  Mark's arrangement 
of  "The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting)" was performed  
by the Illinois Symphony Orchestra at their Holiday Pops in the  
Heartland concerts, and his “Twelve Days of  Christmas 
Variations” will be premiered by the combined choirs and 
orchestra at this year's Music for the Holidays concerts.   
Kate Lewis gave two master classes for talented high school 
string players, a viola class at the University of  Illinois String 
Academy and a chamber music class at Midwest Young Artists.  
She also performed a faculty recital of  music by Vivaldi, 
Schumann, and Bax assisted by Geoffrey Duce, Momoko 
Gresham, Carlyn Morenus, and Adriana Ransom. 
Roy Magnuson's “House plants in terracotta pots” will be 
performed by the Flower Mound High School (TX) Wind 
Ensemble at the Midwest Clinic on December 18 in Chicago.  
Leslie Manfredo, Assistant Director of  Choral Activities, was 
the guest conductor of  the Three Rivers Conference Honor 
Choir Festival, held on Monday, November 2 at Rockridge 
High School in Taylor Ridge, IL.  The Festival Mixed Choir 
consisted of  about 168 singers in grades 9-12 from 15 high 
schools located in the Quad Cities area and the north central 
part of  Illinois.  Leslie also served as a clinician at the ISU 
Madrigal Festival held on Friday, November 13.  Along with 
Karyl Carlson, ISU Director of  Choral Activities, and guest 
clinicians Jim Yarbrough and Carol Krueger, Leslie worked 
with several high school madrigal groups that visited the ISU 
campus.   
As director of  Belle Voix, Leslie prepared a choir of  25 selected 
singers to participate with the ISU Wind Symphony, under the 
direction of  Martin Seggelke, in a joint collaborative project 
of  an American premiere performance and recording session 
of  Thomas Trachsel’s “Symphony No. 3 – The Apocalyptic.”  
The performance took place on November 18, 2015 and the 
recording session on Thursday and Friday, November 19-20.   
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John	  Kilkenny	  (center)	  with	  David	  Collier	  and	  members	  of	  the	  
percussion	  studio.
Leslie	  Manfredo	  conducting	  the	  Three	  Rivers	  Festival	  Choir.
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Kim McCord presented “Assistive Technology in Music 
Education” at the Association for Technology in Music 
Instruction Conference in Indianapolis in November.  She 
published “The Big Band Music of  Mary Lou Williams in 
Teaching Music Through Performance in Jazz: Book II, Chicago: GIA 
Press.  She also performed in Music Jam, a rock band event for 
adults with disabilities, at the S.O.A.R Holiday Talent Show. 
Steve Parsons performed a weekend of  subscription concerts 
with the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra November 13-15. 
Adriana Ransom reports that 14 ISU students performed on 
the final two fall Redbird Road Concerts:  November 1 at Blair 
House and November 13 at Westminster Village.  To quote one 
resident:  “We have been treated to an outstanding concert. 
Each student did an outstanding performance.  The audience 
was very appreciative.”  Look for more Redbird Road Concerts 
spring semester!   ISU String Project teaching assistants Kyla 
Gwyn, Desiree Hunter, and Mavi Goydy-Rios joined 
Adriana for a presentation at the Fairbury Rotary Club on 
November 3.  The group discussed the String Project model 
and how it is contributing to arts education in the Fairbury 
area.  On November 18, cello students Larkin Babbit, 
Christine Cicha, Mavi Goydy-Rios, and Monica Sliva 
performed in a master class for cellist Brinton Smith.  In 
addition to his acclaimed solo career, Mr. Smith is also the 
principal cellist of  the Houston Symphony and a professor at 
Rice University.  The event was hosted by the Peoria 
Symphony Orchestra.   
Carl Schimmel’s "An Illustrated Ontogeny of  the Flower 
Snark" for clarinet and piano, was performed in Amsterdam 
this month by Nieuw Amsterdams Peil. He also had 
performances in New York (wind ensemble piece "The 
Blatherskite's Comeuppance" performed by the SUNY 
Fredonia Concert Band), Tennessee (sax quartet "Into Xylonia"  
performed at several universities by the Estrella Consort) 
  
and Texas ("Giantess Ella" performed at the Shepherd  
School of  Music).  Carl’s percussion quartet, "Serving Size 4 
Bunnies," was presented by Third Coast Percussion as part of  
the NUNC! New Music Festival at Northwestern University. 
Finally, his Chamber Symphony was performed by Alarm Will 
Sound at the Sheldon Auditorium in Saint Louis. 
Martin Seggelke and ISU Bands are happy to report that a 
successful fall semester is coming to a close.  Final items on the 
fall agenda are readings for the Second Annual ISU 
Composition Competition, football playoffs, and 
Commencement.  The Wind Symphony was honored to be 
joined by select members of  Belle Voix, conducted by Leslie 
Manfredo, for the performance and recording of  Thomas 
Trachsel’s emotional masterpiece “Symphony No. 3 – The 
Apocalyptic.”  The CD will be an international release in 2016 
on Klavier Records, and distributed by Naxos, also through 
their online database.  ISU Bands are also excited to announce 
the release of  last year’s CD, “Monuments,” on Naxos!  The 
recording, featuring Roy Magnuson’s work “House plants in 
terracotta pots,” as well as music by Sydney Hodkinson, 
Martinez Gallego, and Jayce Ogren, turned out very well, and 
has started to gain national and international recognition.  
Thank you to everybody for all of  your contributions to these 
points of  pride for our entire school!   
On November 15, the ISU Symphonic Winds were privileged 
to present a side-by-side concert performance with the Air 
National Guard Band of  the Midwest.  This concert featured a 
number of  alumni, as well as special guest conductor Frank 
Payton.  Another special guest for that concert was composer  
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  Adriana	  Ransom,	  and	  ISU	  student	  cellists.
Martin	  conducting	  the	  Wind	  Symphony	  and	  Belle	  Voix.
December 20 1 5
David Maslanka, who, during his residency at ISU, worked with 
ISU Bands, Chamber Winds, composition students, and Kim 
Risinger, who performed one of  his works on her recital.  
Martin also conducted the 2015 District 4 Honor Band (135 
students!!) at Western Illinois University on November 14 for a 
fun day of  rehearsals and an evening concert.  
David Snyder conducted the Central Illinois Youth 
Symphony Brass Ensemble in a concert on November 8 in 
Peoria.  He also performed with the Peoria Symphony on 
November 21 along with Mark Babbitt, Michael Dicker, 
and Adriana Ransom.  Two area band directors and MMEd 
students, Krista Beddigs and Andrew Tinsman, presented 
their final projects for their Masters degrees.  David was the 
chair for both of  their committees. 
Justin Vickers’ chapter “Amanuensis of  the Sea: Peter 
Maxwell Davies’s Symphonies Nos. 1 and 2 and the Antarctic 
Symphony” has just been published in England by The Boydell 
Press in the collected volume The Sea in the British Musical 
Imagination (Woodbridge, 2015), edited by Eric Saylor and 
Christopher Scheer.  Justin’s article “Benjamin Britten’s Silent 
‘Epilogue’ to The Holy Sonnets of  John Donne” appears in The 
Musical Times (Winter 2015), and introduces the previously 
unknown Britten song that he uncovered in the Britten-Pears 
Foundation Archives in the UK.  Illinois Festival Opera at ISU 
performed Lennox Berkeley’s A Dinner Engagement and Gian 
Carlo Menotti’s The Old Maid and the Thief in November to a 
packed Kemp Recital Hall audience. Justin staged each of  the 
operas in collaboration with John Koch, who conducted the 
Menotti, while ISU graduate student Noam Aviel conducted 
the Berkeley.  He was also recently a guest judge for Bradley 
University’s concerto-aria competition. 
Michelle Vought was honored at the ISU Redbird football 
game on October 31 and received the game ball from Advocate 
Health Care in appreciation for being the 2015 spokesperson 
for their YouTube breast cancer campaign.  Michelle 
performed on Friday, November 13 as featured soloist for the  
Western Avenue Community Center fundraiser at the 
Highland Park Golf  Course. 
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Upcoming Events and the University 
Calendar!   
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 
225 will be listed on the University Calendar.  
Please check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know 
if  corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that 
she may add it to your event announcement.   
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
12/5	 Music for the Holidays @ 3pm - CPA 
12/5	 Music for the Holidays @ 7pm - CPA 
12/6	 CSA Winter Recital @ 1pm - KRH 
12/6	 Music for the Holidays @ 3pm - CPA 
12/11	 Madrigal Dinner @ 7pm - Prairie Room 
12/11	 String Project Concert @ 7pm - CPA 
12/12	 Madrigal Dinner @ 7pm - Prairie Room 
12/13	 Madrigal Dinner @ 1pm - Prairie Room 
1/19	 Tuyen Tonnu @ 7pm - CPA 
1/20	 Band Concerto Competition @ 7pm - KRH 
1/21	 String Project Honor Recital @ 7pm - KRH 
1/25	 Jury Recognition Recital @ 8pm - KRH 
1/26	 Navy Brass Ambassadors @ 7:30pm - KRH 
1/27	 Concerto/Aria Competition @ 7pm - CPA 
2/1	 Adam Briggs, saxophone @ 7:30pm - KRH 
2/6	 Concert Choir @ 3pm - CPA 
2/7	 Wind Symphony/Sym Winds @ 3pm - CPA 
2/14	 Choral Showcase @ 3pm - CPA 
2/14	 Valentine Big Band Dance @ 6pm - NLC  
2/16	 Faculty String Quartet @ 7:30pm - KRH 
2/17	 Jazz Ensembles I & II @ 8pm - CPA 
2/19	 Twin City Honor Band @ 7pm - CPA 
2/20	 Twin City Honor Band @ 7pm - CPA 
2/21	 Afternoon of  Brass @ 3pm - CPA 
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Joe Neisler Retirement Reception! 
Medici (upper room) 
Friday, December 11, 2015 
4pm, with remarks at 4:45pm 
Come celebrate Joe’s 30 years at ISU!
